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Audrey Craig, who was named 
Little Miss, and Lydia Swieter, 
who was named Little Princess 
at the 2024 Franklin County Fair.

Jace Halsne, the son of Michael 
and Tonya Halsne, was named 
Franklin County Fair’s first-ever 
Little Mister

Photos by Nolan Hoyt and 
Jennifer Burnham

Trewin smiling af-
ter being crowned

Kierra Dodd crowning the new queen, Libby Trewin

Libby Trewin Named 2024 Franklin County Fair Queen 
By Jennifer Burnham

Hampton Chronicle 

Libby Trewin, 17, was named the 2024 
Franklin County Fair Queen on Thursday 
evening, July 11. 

Trewin, the daughter of John and Emily 
Trewin, told the Chronicle her heart was 
racing when her name was called and she 
couldn’t have asked for a better group of 
girls to compete with. She was also named 
Miss Congeniality that night. 

“The other girls were always so support-

ive and I’m so proud of each and every one 
of them,” Trewin said. “

2023 Franklin County Fair Queen Kierra 
Dodd was there to crown Trewin at the end 
of the ceremony, saying she couldn’t think 
of a more deserving person of the honor. 

The other contestants were Ella Davis, of 
Hampton and the daughter of Steven and 
Alicia Davis; Lauren Hill, of Dows and the 
daughter of Shawn and Michelle Hill; Ol-
ivia Hamm, of Latimer and the daughter of 
Travis and Monica Hamm; Kodey Eilderts, 
of Hampton and the daughter of Dusty and 
Emiliegh Eilderts; Aubryee Showalter, of 

Sheffield and the daughter of Joe and Kel-
li Showalter; Rachel WIlkerson, of Iowa 
Falls and daughter of Jeromy and Sarah 
Keehn and Elliana Ragsdale, of Hampton 
and the daughter of Kent Ragsdale and 
Dori Jo Berding. 

Elliana Ragsdale was named Miss Pho-
togenic and second runner-up. Aubryee 
Showalter was named first runner-up and 
Miss Outstanding Leadership.

An hour earlier, during the pageant for 
the younger children, Audrey Craig, the 

Fair Queen Committee with the past and present queens, as well 

as the state fair queen

See FAIR QUEEN: Page 2
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First Security Day | Sunday, July 14th

See us at the fair for giveways and meet
the latest addition to our team, 
Ag/Commercial Lender Kati Woodley! 

Before joining First Security, 
Kati worked in the agricultural
financial industry for nearly
6 years. 

She keeps busy with her 
children's school, sports, and 
4-H activities, and is actively 
involved in the Iowa Falls and Alden 
fire departments. Kati is also a member
of the Ackley Legion Auxiliary and is always
looking for new and better ways to serve the 
surrounding communities.

Contact Kati today! 
641-257-1711
kwoodley@1stsecurity.bank

Proud Supporter of The
Franklin County Fair!

Franklin County Beef Queen at the pa-
rade on July 9. Photo by Matt Grohe

McKensie Shupe and Megan Abbas 
handing out cups of cold water at the 
parade on July 9. Photo by Matt Grohe

The Nixt family, of Hampton, awaiting the 
commencement of the parade. Little Adley 
brought her stuffed animals with her for the 
big occasion. Photo by Jennifer Burnham.

Ranay and Mike Hunst, of Hansell, settled in 
before the start of the parade, which they 
watch every year. Photo by Jennifer Burnham.

The Krukow family lives in Iowa Falls but 
they never miss the Franklin County Fair 
or the parade! Photo by Jennifer Burnham.

Representatives with United Bank & 
Trust Company make their way through 
the parade. Photo by Matt Grohe

FAIR QUEEN FROM PAGE 1

daughter of Trevor and Kaylea Craig, was 
named Little Miss and Lydia Swieter, the 
daughter of Jacob and Stephanie Swieter, was 
named Little Princess at the 2024 Franklin 
County Fair. 

The other contestant for the Little Miss pag-
eant were Charley Borcherding, daughter of 
Mike and Kaylee Borcherding; Hazel Castil-
lo, the daughter of Silvano Castillo, Mariana 
Yanez and Hannah Castillo; Cora Freie, the 
daughter of Mike and Brandy Freie; Rylan 
Kulish, the daughter of Michael Kulish and 
Annaka Ragsdale; Hallie McCormick, the 
daughter of Travis and Whitney McCormick; 
Luci Mollenbeck, the daughter of Jesse and 
Megan Mollenbeck; Avery Nicholson, the 
daughter of Brooke Nicholson; Evelyn Os-
born, the daughter of Leslie and Shon Osborn; 
Jiada Sochit, the daughter of Britt Lumley and 
Jimmy Sochit; Morgan Sprung, the daughter 
of Jess Sprung and Jessica Sargent; Hannah 
Swieter, the daughter of Jacob and Stephanie 
Swieter; and Emma Toomsen, the daughter of 
Nick and Anna Toomsen. 

The other contestants for the Little Princess 
pageant were Miyah Arana, the daughter of 
David and Danielle Arana; Alondra Duncan, 
the daughter of Emma Calles; Kinzley Kline, 

the daughter of Conner and Chandra Kline; 
Sydney Lundt, the daughter of Sarah Lundt 
and Lauren Plagge, the daughter of Ian and Val 
Plagge. 

Jace Halsne, the son of Michael and Tonya 
Halsne, was named Franklin County Fair’s 
first-ever Little Mister. When asked how it felt 
to win, Jace told the Chronicle “good!” with a 
big smile on his face. The other contestants in 
his category were Beckett Fischer, the son of 
Brandon and Megan Fischer; Leo Fischer, the 
son of Brandon and Megan Fischer; Karter 
Freerks, the son of Randy Freerks; Eli Hesnard, 
the son of Justin and Katie Hesnard; Omer 
Miller, the son of Tanner and Sarah Miller; and 
Carson Treanor, the son of Evan and Cary Tre-
anor. 

Sponsors for the event: Mort’s Water, Am-
ericInn, Christensen Jewelry, Everbloom 
Flower Co., Eric and Pauline Barkema, Frank-
lin County Fair Board, Franklin REC, Head 
Quarters Salon, Humboldt Mutual Insurance 
Association, HyVee Foods & Dollar Fresh, 
Lauren Trewin Photography, PCI Construc-
tion, and Wild Bloom Boutique. 

The Fair Queen Committee: Abby Baltes, 
Jennie Barkema, Caleigh Chipp, Kirsten Sunt-
ken and Megan Suntken.
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Join the Fun at the Fair!Join the Fun at the Fair!
KENT MORTON, OWNERKENT MORTON, OWNER

1410 Gul l Avenue 1410 Gul l Avenue 
P.O. Box 579P.O. Box 579

Latimer, IA 50452Latimer, IA 50452
1-800-439-6678 or 641-579-65001-800-439-6678 or 641-579-6500

505 Industrial Road 505 Industrial Road 
Iowa Fal ls, IA 50126Iowa Fal ls, IA 50126
641-648-2595 or 1-800-579-6678641-648-2595 or 1-800-579-6678

1-800-HEY-MORT (439-6678)1-800-HEY-MORT (439-6678)
Just in Morton, Sales ManagerJust in Morton, Sales Manager

Brandon Morton, Project ManagerBrandon Morton, Project Manager

We can handle all of your heating and cooling needs.We can handle all of your heating and cooling needs.
1-800-579-66781-800-579-6678

Brad Lewis, Co-OwnerBrad Lewis, Co-Owner
• Well Systems

• Water Conditioning
• Backhoe • Plumbing

• Sewer Systems
• Trenching/Horizontal Boring

• Drain Line Auger & Jetting
• Geothermal • Heating

• Duct cleaning • Plumbing
• Air Conditioning

• Air Quality Control

1000 7th Street1000 7th Street
Allison, IA 50602Allison, IA 50602

2024 Franklin County Fair Queen Candidates. Photo by Matt Grohe
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641-857-3258 • DUMONT, IA  

JAKE’S AUTO BODY
Jacob Knipfel - Owner

Proud
Supporter

 of the Franklin
County Fair!

Have You Tried the Infamous 
“Trinity Burger” at the Fair Yet? 

By Jennifer Burnham
Hampton Chronicle 

Once again, a group of high school vol-
unteers are manning the Trinity Lutheran 
Youth Fellowship concession at this year's 
Franklin County Fair. The menu features 
a $7 barbeque pork sandwich, $5 walking 
tacos, $6 super nachos and more. But their 
claim to fame is their Trinity Burger — a 
burger topped with pulled pork and nacho 
cheese, which goes for ten bucks. If you 
have a sweet tooth, a slice of the homemade 
pie will probably hit the spot. (The pies are 
made by members of the church.) Kari Sub-

bert, who has been helping with the conces-
sion stand since the ‘90s, said the church’s 
high school fellowship program has been at 
the fair for the last 40 years. They are open 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. during the fair. When 
describing the Trinity Burger, Subbert said 
that “it sounds like an odd combination, 
but it really works.” The money brought 
in from the concession stand sales helps 
support the church, including their harvest 
meals throughout the year. Subbert said she 
begins planning for fair week in April — 
including figuring out who’s baking pies on 
what days and looking at last year’s sales. 
“It’s definitely a group effort,” Subbert 
said. 

Taco Riendo Food Truck a Hit at Fair So Far 
By Jennifer Burnham

Hampton Chronicle 

The family behind the Taco Riendo food truck 
at the Franklin County Fair means businesses. 
Owner Juan Carlos Lobato said he started the 
restaurant in 2013 in Eagle Grove, and since 
then they’ve 
a d de d  t wo 
food t rucks 
and another 
b r i c k- a n d -
mortar loca-
tion (in Web-
ster City) to 
their small but 
growing com-
pany. While 
there are other 
Mexican food 
options at the 
fair this year, 
Juan Carlos 
said they are 
the only ven-

dor to sell “hot Mexican food.” The menu in-
cludes burritos, tacos, loaded hot dogs, cups of 
corn and more. But their tacos and burritos are 
their most popular items, according to the fam-
ily. By Wednesday afternoon, they’d had about 
110 orders at the fair. They set up shop Tuesday 
afternoon. You can find them on Facebook by 
searching for “El Taco Riendo Restaurant.” 

Sean Smith, owner of Smitty’s Fun Foods, preparing for another 
year of selling food at the Franklin County Fair on July 9. Smith 
said this is their 63rd year at the fair. Photo by Jennifer Burnham

Every July, Nathan and Kari Subbert help run the Trinity Lutheran Youth 
Fellowship concession at the Franklin County Fair. Photo by Matt Grohe

El Taco Riendo employees Sofia Guti-
errez and Dani Lobato were excited to 
work at the Franklin County Fair this 
year. According to Lobato, whose par-
ents own the business, they offered the 
only authentic Mexican food at the fair 

this year. Photo by Jennifer Burnham

The concession stand’s menu
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Conner Grulick

Haddie Pluff

Joke-Telling 
Contest Winners

See results below. The winner got a tick-
et for an ice cream from Pleasant Hill Ice 
Cream or a Saparilla at the Pleasant Hill 
General Store.

First Place — Haddie Pluff, 7 years old
Second Place — Conner Grulick, 12 years 

old 
Third Place — Shenna Pluff, 13 years old 

Greimann Bros Train Returns to Fair for 35th Year 
By Matt Grohe
Hampton Chronicle 

All aboard! The Greimann Bros Inc. 
line is running engine #999 for approxi-
mately the 35th year at the Franklin Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. Don Greimann, who lives 
southwest of Chapin is the conductor of 
the 3 car train which gives rides from the 
depot through the fairgrounds for a 50 cent 
fare per passenger, a price which has not 
changed in 35 years. Don’s father Milo, a 
train enthusiast, built the engine and the 
cars himself to give rides to other train lov-

ers at events around the region. The train 
can carry from 18 to 24 passengers and 
runs daily 1-5pm and then from 6pm to 
whenever Don says. Don donates most of 

the money taken in to the Franklin General 
Hospital Auxiliary and Franklin County 
Historical Society who allows him to store 
the train in their building overnight. 

Shenna Pluff

Contestants giving their best jokes

Don Greimann takes fairgoers for a ride. Photo by Matt Grohe.

Don Greimann, who lives southwest of 
Chapin, ready for more passengers at the 
Franklin County Fair. Photo by Matt Grohe

The train stop 
is right next 
to the con-
vention cen-
ter. Photo by 

Matt Grohe
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Shop Local 
 

for all your building & remodeling 

801 4th St. SE | Hampton, IA 
(641) 456-4711 

  M-F: 8 a– 4:30 p | Sat: 8 a– 12 p 

Paint | Windows | Flooring 
Kitchens | Bathrooms | Decks  

Roofing | Siding | Steel 
Tools | & More! 

 

Competitive Prices | Free Quotes  

 

PROUD
Supporter
of the Fair!

Tony’s Concrete 
Among New 

Exhibitors at Fair 
By Matt Grohe
Hampton Chronicle 

Tony’s Concrete is a new exhibitor at the Franklin County Fair 
for 2024. Tony started his business in Hampton in April of last 
year and employs five people locally, but hopes to grow the busi-
ness. Tony’s operates in the Franklin County area and is a family 
business that does “anything that has to do with concrete.” Tony’s 
has worked on jobs pouring from 1 yard to 25 yards of concrete 
on projects such as driveways, sidewalks, RV and building slabs, 
patios and parking lots. Tony got experience in the concrete busi-
ness by working for a paving company in Denison, and putting in 
eight years with Larry Adams of Adams Concrete and Construc-
tion of Hampton. Tony credits Mike Hartmann and Lance Larson 
there for mentoring him and showing him “how to do a great job 
on every single project.” Come on down and see Tony at the fair 
as he works the booth with wife Liliana La Valle, daughter Grace, 
son Greg, and daughter Geovanna. 

Tony with his daughter at their booth in the com-
mercial building at the fair. Photo by Matt Grohe
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Muhlenbruch Insurance Agency
Representing Over 15 Companies To Give You The Best Rate

515-852-4156 DOWS515-852-4156 DOWS

EnjoyEnjoy
the Fair!the Fair!
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It is the policy of North Iowa Area Community College not to discriminate in its programs, activities, or employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, creed, religion, and actual or potential family, parental or marital status. If you have questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy, please contact 
Lora Juhl EEO/AA Officer, 500 College Drive, Mason City, IA 50401, at 641-422-4211 or Lora.Juhl@niacc.edu or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights U.S. Department of Education, John C. Kluczynski Federal Building, 230 S. Dearborn Street, 37th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604-7204, Telephone: (312) 730-1560, FAX: (312) 730-1576, TDD: 800-877-8339 Email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov.

niacc.edu/ag

• Hands-on crop and 
livestock experience

• Strong relationships with 
local industry partners

• Experienced and 
knowledgeable faculty

• Paid internships

CULTIVATE YOUR PASSION
NIACC’S AGRICULTURE PROGRAM

• Small class sizes = strong friendships
• 100% career placement rate
• Precision agriculture
• 245 tillable acres
• Beef and swine farm

Charlane Pralle Janssenn enjoys a gyro under the 
shade of the David Nolan Colglazier tent on July 11 
at the Franklin County Fair. Photo by Matt Grohe

Gary Keenan, of “Carving by Keenan”, working on 
another sculpture at the fair. Photo by Matt Grohe

L to R: Jolanda Cruz, Estrella Cruz, Caydlynn Winkowitsch and Amiya Cruz hav-
ing fun on the merry-go-round on July 10. Photo submitted by Trista Cruz

Natalie Dohlman, Isabel Grant, Madison Dohlman 
and Ava Abernathy working the Extension Office’s 
informational booth in the convention center at the 

Franklin County Fair. Photo by Jennifer Burnham

Erik and 
Jared Snell, 
of Tiffin, 
won first 
place in the 
father-son 
look-alike 
contest at 
the Franklin 
County Fair. 
Congrats to 
both! Photo 
by Jennifer 
Burnham


